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Calum ipfum petimus flultitid. — Hor. 


seers? T is obferved by the French that a Cat, a 

Me. Prieft, and an Old Woman are fufficient to 
conftitute a religious Sect in England. So 
Os. univerfally it feems, are learning and genius 
SXG diffufed through this ifland, that the loweft 
e deep cafuifts in matters of faith as well as po- 
litics: and fo many and wonderful are the new lights con- 
tinually breaking in upon us, that we daily make freth 
difcoveries, and ftrike out unbeaten paths to future hap- 
pinefs. The above obfervation of our neighbours is in 
truth rather too full: for a prieft is fo far from neceflary, 
that a new fpecies of doétrine would be better received by 
our old women, and other well difpofed good people, from 
a layman. The moft extraordinary tenets of religion are 
very fuccesfully propagated under the fanétion of the lea- 
thern apron inftead of the caffock: Every corner of the 
town has a barber, mafon, bricklayer, or fome other handi- 
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craft teacher: and there are almoft as many {ects in this 
mietropolis as there are parifh churches. 


As to the Old Women, fince the paffions of females are 
ftronger in youth, and their minds weaker in age, than 
thofe of the other fex, their readinefs in embracing any 
principles of religion prefled on them with particular earneft- 
nefs and vehemence, is not very wonderful. They hope, 
by the moft rigid demeanor in the decline of life, to make 
amends for that unbounded loofe given to their paffions in 
their younger years. The fame’ violence however, com- 
monly accompanies them in religion, as formerly actuated 
them in their pleafures; and their zeal entirely eats up their 
charity. They look with a malevolent kind of pity on all 
who are ftill employed in wor/dly undertakings, ‘ carry 
“< prayer books in their pockets,” and pioufly damn all 
their relations and acquaintance with texts of {cripture. 
I know-an old-gentlewoman of this caft who has formed 
herfelf as a pattern of ftaid behaviour, and values herfelf 
for having given up at threefcore the vanities of fixteen. She 
denounces heavy judgments on all: frequenters of public 
diverfions, and forebodes the worft confequences from every 
party of pleafure. I have known her foretell the ruin of her 
niece from a country dance: nay, fhe can perceive irregular 
defires flaming from a gay coloured topknot, and has even 
defcried adultery itfelf lurking beneath the thin veil of a 
worked apron, or beaming from a diamond girdle-buckle, 


But we might perhaps fuffer a few good Old Ladies to 
go to heaven their own way, if thefe Seéts were not. per- 
nicious on many other accounts. Such ftrange do¢trines 
are wonderfully apt to unfettle the minds of the common 
people, who often make an odd tranfition from infidelity 
t> enthufiafm, and become bigots from arrant freethinkers : 
Their faith however, it may be well imagined, is not a 
fiving faith; as they are worked up to an adoration of the 
Creator, from the fame flavifth principle that induces 
the 
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the Indians to worfhip the Devil. It is amazing how 
ftrongly fear operates on thete weak creatures, and how 
eafily a canting, whining rafcal can mould them to his 
purpofe. I have known many a rich tradefman wheedled 
and threatned out of his fubfiftence, and himfelf and unhappy 
family at laft lectured into the work-houfe. Thus do thefe 
vile hypocrites turn a poor convert’s head to fave his foul ; 
and deprive him of all happinefs in this world, under pre- 
tence of fecuring it to him eternally in the next. 


Noruine can do religion more injury than thefe folemn 
mockeries of it. Many of thefe Sects confift almoft entirely 
of battered proftitutes, and perfons of the moft- infamous 
character. Reformation is their chief pretence ; wherefore 
the more abandoned thofe are of whom they make profelytes, 
the more they pride themfelves on their converfion, I 
remember a debauched young fellow, who pretended a 
fudden amendment of his principles, in order to repair his 
fhattered fortune. He turned Methodift, and foon began 
to manifeft a kind of fpiritual fondnefs for a pious fifter. 
He wooed her according to the directions of the rubric, 
fent her fermons inftead of billet-doux, ** greeted her with 
** a holy kifs,” and obtained his miftrefs by appearing in 
every re{pect a thorough devotee. But alas! the good gen- 
tleman could never be prevailed on to comply with religious 
ordinances, or appear any more at church or. meeting, after 
the performance. of the marriage-ceremony. The loweft 
of the vulgar alfo, for their peculiar ends, frequently be- 
come fectaries. They avail themfelves of a mock conver- 
fion to redeem their loft charaCters, and, like criminals at 
Rome, make the church a fanctuary for villainy. By this 
artifice they recommend themfelves to the charity of weak 
but well-meaning Chriftians, and often infinuate themfelves 
as fervants into Methodift families. 


Le Sacr, with his ufual humour, reprefents Gil Blas 
as wonderfully charmed with the feeming fanctity of 4m- 
brofe de Lamela, when he took him into his fervice: and 
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Gil Blas is even not offended at his remiffnefs the very firft 
night, when his new fervant tells him that it was owing 
to his attending his devotions. But it foon appears that this 
ily valet had been employed in concerting the robbery of 
his mafter. A due attention to religion is fo rare a quality 
in all ranks of people, that I am far from blaming it in 
fervants; but when I fee their religion fhewing itfelf in 
lazinefs, and obferve them negle¢ting their common bu- 
finefs under the pretext of performing acts of fupererogation, 
I am apt to queftion their fincerity, and to take every fer- 
vant of that kind for a mere Saint Ambrofe. An old Mora- 
vian aunt of mine, of whom I have formerly made worthy 
mention, would never have any fervants, who did not be- 
long to the-fociety of the United Brethren, But fo little did 
the good lady’s endeavours to preferve good order and a 
fpirit of devotion in her houfe fucceed; that the generality 
of the men fell “into evil courfes, and moft’ of the pious 
fifterhood left the family with big -bellies. 


I woutp not be thought to deny my fellow-fubjects full 
liberty of confcience,; and all'the benefits of the Toleration- 
Act; yet I cannot help regarding thefe weak, if not ill- 
meant divifions from the eftablifhed church as a dangerous 
kind of Freethinking: not fo fhocking indeed as the impious 
avowal of atheifm and infidelity, but often attended with 
the fame bad.confequences. A religion founded on mad- 
nefs and enthufiafin, is almoft as bad as no religion at all; 
and what is worft, the unhappy errors of particular fects 
expofe the pureft religion in the world to the {coffs of un- 
believers. Shallow witlings exercife their ‘little talents for 
ridicule on matters of religion, and fall into atheifm and 
blafphemy in order to avoid bigotry and enthufiafm. The 
weaknefs of the fectaries ftrengthen them in their ridiculous 
notions, and produce many other evils, as will appear from 
the following fhort hiftory. 


In 
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In the glorious reign of Queen Elizabeth there refided 
in thefe kingdoms a worthy lady called Rericion. She 
was remarkable for the {weetnefs of her temper; which was 
chearful without levity, and grave without morofenefs. She 
wasalfo particularly decent in her drefs as well as behaviour, 
and preferved with uncommon mildnefs the ftricteft regularity 
in her family. Though fhe had a noble genius, and Jed a 
very fober life, yet in thofe days fhe kept the beft company, 
was greatly admired by the Queen, and was even intimate with 
moft of the maids of honour. What became of her and her 
family is not known, but it is verycertain that they have at pre- 
fent no connection with the polite world. Some affirm that 
the line is extin&; though I have indeed been told that the late 
Bifhop Berkley and the prefent Bifhops of and —— de- 
fcended from principal branches of it, and that fome few of 
the fame family are refident on fmall livings in the country. 








We are told by a certain fafhionable author, that there 
were formerly two men ina madhoufe at Paris, one of whom 
imagined himfelf The FaTHER, and the other The Son. In 
like manner, no fooner did the good lady Reticion difappear, 
but fhe was perfonated by a crazy old beldam called Super- 
sT1TIoN. But the cheat was inftantly difcovered ; for inftead 
of the mild difcipline with which her predeceffor ruled her 
family, fhe governed entirely by feverity, racks, wheels, gib- 
bets, fword, fire and faggot. Inftead of chearfulnefs fhe 
introduced gloom, was perpetually croffing herfelf with holy 
water, and, to avert the terrible judgments of which fhe was 
hourly in fear, fhe compiled a new almanack, in which fhe 
wonderfully multiplied the number of red letters. After a 
miferable life fhe died melancholy-mad, but left a will be- 
hind her, in which fhe left a very confiderable fum to build 
an hofpital for religious lunatics ; which I am informed, will 
{peedily be built on the fame ground, where the Foundery, 
the celebrated Methodift meeting-houfe, now ftands. 


SupersTITion left behind her a fon called ATurism, 
begot on her by a Moravian teacher at one of their Love- 
Feafts. Arneism foon fhewed himfelf to be a moft profli- 
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gate abandoned fellow. He came very early upon town, 
and was a remarkable Blood. Among his other trolicks he 
turned author, and is faid to have written in concert with 
Lord Bolingbroke. After having {quandered a large fortune, 
he turned gamefter, then pimp, and then highwayman ; 
in which laft occupation he was foon detected, taken, and 
thrown into Newgate. He behaved very impudently in the 
Condemned Hole, abufed the Ordinary whenever that gen- 
tleman attended him, and encouraged all his fellow prifoners, 
in the Newgate phrafe, to die hard. When he cameo the 
gallows, inftead of the pfalm he fung a bawdy catch, threw 
away the book, and bid Yack Ketch tuck him up like a gen- 
tleman, Many ¢ of his relations were prefent.at the executign, 
and fhook their heads repeating the words of Mo in the 
Beggar’ s Opera, * Poor fellow! we are forry for you, but 
** it is what we muft all come to,” 
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